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Order Neuroptera is classified by Imms (1977) into two

suborders, i.e. Megaloptera and Plannipennia. Suborder

Megaloptera is a small group of rare and primitive insects

commonly known as Alderflies and Snake flies and very little

information is available on them (Varshney 2002). Ghosh

(1998) mentioned that 125 genera and 335 species of

Neuroptera are found in India, out of which 8 genera and

25 species belong to the suborder Megaloptera, which is

represented by two families, i.e. Corydalidae and Inocellidae.

According to Liu et al. (2005), eight species of

Acanthacorydalis are found in Asia of which seven species

are restricted only to the Oriental region and one also exists

in Palaearctic Region. They have also identified six areas of

endemism of this genus of which one is north-east India.

Ghosh (2000) has extensively worked on this group of insects

found in India and has described three species of the genus

Acanthacorydalis from northeast India: Acanthacorydalis

asiatica Wood Mason (described by Wood Mason as

Corydalis asiatica), A. orientalis McLachlan and

A. horrenda Navas. While working out an identification key

for these species, Ghosh has remarked that, “due to paucity

of the material for examination and non-availability of the

literature author reserves comments on the species

A. horrenda Navas. Varshney (2005) studied the collection

of suborder Megaloptera present in Zoological Survey of

India (ZSI) and has not mentioned the presence of

Acanthacorydalis horrenda species in the ZSI collection.

The entomological collection of the Bombay Natural History

Society has a specimen of Acanthacorydalis horrenda

Navas labelled as ‘type specimen’ (Fig. 1).

Locality : Naga Hills, c. 1 ,3 1 1 m (4300 ft).

Date of Collection: April, 1930. Sex: Male.

Collected by: Capt. J.E. Mibreg.

Determined by P.J. Navas (1931).

Diganostic Characters: Head square-shaped with three

prominent ocelli. The black and brownish markings present

on head and thorax are symmetrical. Antenna broken (not

Fig. 1 : Acanthacorydalis horrenda Navas

present). Male mandible dark black, two times as long as head,

witli three minute teeth. Pronotum and mesonotum light brown

in middle and black on either side, metanotum brown and

little black on sides. Wings smoky and not dark at anterior

margin. Forewings with brown spots. Legs black. Male tenth

tergite short, stout, and curved ventral. The description of

female is not available.

Measurement: Wing Span - Fore wing: 76.50 mm;

Hind Wing: 68.55 mm; Body length: 55.48 mm; Prothorax:

15.00 mm; Mesothorax: 5.0 mm. Metathorax: 6.0 mm;

Abdomen: 16.35 mm.

The male genitalia are also visible in the specimen.

The body markings and wing venation are illustrated in

the attached photograph.

Remarks: Many attempts to obtain the original

description of the species published by Navas are

unsuccessful. It is observed that A. horrenda (Navas) is

distinct from other two Indian species in different markings

on the head and thorax, long mandibles in male. Anterior edge

of wings not dark. The status of this species would be clarified

on receipt of its original description and this paper will be

useful in this regard.
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In spite of their economic importance both as

phytophages and as efficient predators of crop pests, the

Coccinellidae of the Andaman Islands remain poorly known

to this day. The first Coccinellid, Epilachna nevilli from these

Islands was described as an endemic species by Dohrn in

1 880 - 22 years after the British occupied these Islands, with

the purpose of establishing a penal colony. In the next

5
1
years, only two more species were added, of which Rodolia

andamanica Wise was also endemic. No more additions were

made till Kapur (1966) based largely on specimens collected

sporadically between 1959 and 1964 by members of the

Zoological Survey of India, recorded 26 more species, with

four endemics from these Islands in 1966. With this the total

number of species known from these islands rose to 29, of

which 6 are endemics (Kapur 1966). No additions have since

been made to the Coccinellid fauna of the Andaman Islands.

It was in this context that the current study was undertaken,

to enable the further documentation of the Coccinellid

diversity of these islands.

The Andaman archipelago is a chain of a little over

320 islands, situated in the Bay of Bengal between the 10° N

and 14° N. Oceanic in origin (Prashanth Mohanraj and

Veenakumari 1996), these Islands were inhabited solely by

hunter-gatherer tribes for centuries, till the British established

themselves here in 1858 following an earlier abortive attempt

to do so in the last decade of the eighteenth century. It was

only after the arrival of the British in the mid-nineteenth

century, that these Islands began to be scrutinized for their

natural historical productions.

No special techniques were employed to collect these

beetles. Adults were collected from the foliage from both

forests and crop fields and processed using routine

entomological procedures. The immature stages were also

collected whenever noticed, brought to the laboratory and

reared.

All the specimens collected/reared were sent to the

Natural History Museum, London, to ascertain their identities.

Additions to the native Coccinellid fauna

Twenty seven species of Coccinellids were collected

during the course of this study. Twelve of these are being

recorded for the first time from these Islands (Table 1). Only

four Coccinellids have been identified to the species level,

Table 1: Coccinellidae (Coleoptera: Cucujoidea) recorded for the

first time from the Andaman islands, India

Family Coccinellidae

Subfamily Sticholotidinae

*Jauravia pallidula Motschulsky

*Serangium sp.

Subfamily Scymninae

Scymnus fuscatus Boheman

Scymnus sp.

*Pseudoscymnus spp. 1 & 2

* Cryptogonus sp.nr. bilineatus Kapur

Stethorus sp.

Subfamily Coccidulinae

Rodolia fulvescens Hoang

Subfamily Chilocorinae

Chilocorus sp.nr. nigrita (Fabricius)

*Platynaspis sp.

Subfamily Coccinellinae

* Bothrocalvia pupillata (Swartz)

Harmonia sp.

*Taxa being recorded for the first time from the Andaman islands
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